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ministry, introduced the Ten-Hour Day. This really applied <t>> Fac-
only to women and persons under 18, but as the work of the
factories depended so largely on these two classes of em-
ployees, it meant that the factories could not work longer
hours, and the men therefore benefited as well.
Britain thus embarked on a period of reform, and the,
country seemed to be entering upon an era of prosperity Ireland
after such troubled years. Less happy was the condition of
Ireland, and from the West came trouble which was even-
tually to overwhelm Peel and his party. Peel had been Chief
Secretary for Ireland, and he had been brought much into
contact with O'Connell, the " Liberator ", so beloved of the
Irish. Through O'ConnelPs efforts the Roman Catholics
had won emancipation (p. 764), but they desired more.
When Peel became Premier in 1841, O'Connell hoped the
time had come for further concessions. He desired the
repeal of the Union* and he wished Ireland to manage her
own affairs. He did not want to break away from Great
Britain; he was perfectly loyal to the Crown, and he was,
indeed, extremely enthusiastic in his devotion to the young
Queen. But he wished for an Irish Parliament and objected
to the country being ruled by a Viceroy and Chief Secretary
who took their orders from the Cabinet and Parliament at
Westminster. O'Connell's agitation took the form of great
meetings.1 The movement grew and gathered strength.
Peel was resolved to crush it. He " proclaimed " one of
O'Council's largest meetings, and forbade it to be held.
O'Connell would never go against the law, and he accepted
the prohibition, thus, as it turned out, losing all the support
of the more extreme elements. Peel then went further and
had O'Connell arrested for sedition (1843). The first trial
ended in conviction, and O'Connell went to prison. On
appeal, the House of Lords reversed the sentence. O'Connell,
1 No disorder ever occurred at any of these meetings, except that on one
occasion the retiring crowd trampled down the stall of an old woman who
sold ginger-bread. The meetings generally terminated with enthusiastic cheers
for the Queen.